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RURAL ROCKS
We need to know if there is an interest in an Immunization class in mid-summer of 2017.                                                                 Please contact us if you would be interested at 580-774-3760.
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· Pennsylvania Rural Health Model aims to help rural hospitals improve quality, address community health needs 
Today, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and Pennsylvania announced the Pennsylvania Rural Health Model, a new initiative of the CMS Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (Innovation Center). The Model is designed to improve health and health care in rural Pennsylvania under an agreement signed by Governor Tom Wolf and Pennsylvania Secretary of Health Karen Murphy.
Specifically, the Model seeks to increase rural Pennsylvanians’ access to high-quality care and improve their health, while also reducing the growth of hospital expenditures across payers, including Medicare, and increasing the financial viability of the state’s rural hospitals to ensure continued access to care facilities. Pennsylvania, through its Department of Health, will be a key partner in jointly administering this model with CMS. 
Under this model, participating rural hospitals will receive all-payer global budgets—or a fixed amount of money that is set in advance and funded by all participating payers—to cover the inpatient and outpatient services they provide. Rural hospitals will use this predictable funding to deliberately redesign the care they deliver to improve quality and meet the health needs of their local communities. 
The Model is open to critical access hospitals and acute care hospitals in rural Pennsylvania. In addition, other payers covering individuals in the Commonwealth, including Medicaid and commercial health plans, are eligible to participate in the model by paying participating rural hospitals through global budgets. 
“The Pennsylvania Rural Health Model presents a historic opportunity for rural hospitals. We believe the hospitals will be able to improve the quality of care they provide to their patients, and will also help address the underlying health needs in their communities,” said Patrick Conway, M.D., CMS Principal Deputy Administrator and Chief Medical Officer. “The Model will help rural hospitals remain financially viable and continue to provide essential services to the people in their communities.”
CMS intends to provide Pennsylvania with $25 million, which is a portion of the funding to begin implementing the Pennsylvania Rural Health Model. Pennsylvania will use this funding to operate the model, including data analytics, quality assurance, and technical assistance to help rural hospital participants create and implement plans to improve quality of care and address the most prevalent health needs in the communities they serve. 
The Pennsylvania Rural Health Model aims to build on CMS’ partnerships with states to deliver high-quality, innovative care. CMS has partnered with 38 states and territories through the State Innovation Models Initiative to improve quality and population health, and leverage state-based innovation.  CMS has been partnering with Maryland since 2014 through the Maryland All-Payer Model to shift hospital payments to global budgets that reward value over volume. In October 2016, CMS announced the Vermont All-Payer Accountable Care Organization Model to build on the Maryland All-Payer Model by transforming care statewide, beyond the hospital. Pennsylvania participated in the State Innovation Models Initiative as a Round 2 Design State, which has helped support the development of the Pennsylvania Rural Health Model.  The Pennsylvania Rural Health Model will provide valuable insight for other opportunities for CMS to participate in state-driven, all-payer payment and care delivery transformation efforts that address the challenges faced by rural providers. 
The Pennsylvania Rural Health Model is possible as a result of the Affordable Care Act, which created the CMS Innovation Center to test innovative payment and service delivery models to reduce program expenditures while preserving or enhancing the quality of care for Medicare, Medicaid, and Children’s Health Insurance Program beneficiaries. The purpose of this innovation is to pay hospitals and clinicians based on the quality, not quantity, of care they give patients. Today’s announcement is part of the broader strategy to improve the health system by paying providers for what works, unlocking health care data, and finding new ways to coordinate and integrate care to improve quality.
For more information on the Pennsylvania Rural Health Model, please view the Fact Sheet or visit the CMS website. 
[bookmark: _Toc472934202][bookmark: _Toc472941467]FDA 
[bookmark: _Toc472934203][bookmark: _Toc472941468]FDA Approves Abuse-Deterrent Opioid, Vantrela ER
· http://www.consultant360.com/exclusives/fda-approves-abuse-deterrent-opioid-vantrela-er
[bookmark: _Toc472934204][bookmark: _Toc472941469]FDA Updates Opioid Drug Label Information
· http://www.neurologyadvisor.com/pain/fda-opioid-product-labeling-new-information/article/632081/?DCMP=EMC-Neuro_Update&cpn=&hmSubId=&NID=&dl=0&spMailingID=16359893&spUserID=NDgyNTEwMTE5NjYS1&spJobID=941442906&spReportId=OTQxNDQyOTA2S0
[bookmark: _Toc472934205][bookmark: _Toc472941470]FDA APPROVALS Eucrisa Approved for Atopic Dermatitis
· http://www.managedhealthcareconnect.com/content/new-eczema-drug-now-available
[bookmark: _Toc472934206][bookmark: _Toc472941471]FDA Approves New Treatment Option for Eczema
· http://www.consultant360.com/exclusives/fda-approves-new-treatment-option-eczema
[bookmark: _Toc472934207][bookmark: _Toc472941472]FDA Bans Powdered Gloves
· http://www.raps.org/Regulatory-Focus/News/2016/12/16/26391/FDA-Bans-Powdered-Gloves/?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Informz&utm_campaign=Informz%2DEmails
[bookmark: _Toc472934209][bookmark: _Toc472941473]FDA Approvals 
· http://www.managedhealthcareconnect.com/resource-center/fda-alerts
[bookmark: _Toc472934210][bookmark: _Toc472941474]FDA Approves New Long-Acting Opioid for Severe Pain
· http://www.empr.com/news/morphine-sulfate-arymo-er-long-acting-opioid-approved/article/630509/?DCMP=EMC-MPR_DailyDose_cp&cpn=Pharm&hmSubId=&NID=&c_id=&dl=0&spMailingID=16292914&spUserID=NDgyNTEwMTE5NjYS1&spJobID=940708248&spReportId=OTQwNzA4MjQ4S0
[bookmark: _Toc472934211][bookmark: _Toc472941475]FDA Approves New Abuse-Deterrent Opioid
· http://www.consultant360.com/exclusives/fda-approves-new-abuse-deterrent-opioid
[bookmark: _Toc457284423][bookmark: _Toc462326172][bookmark: _Toc472934212][bookmark: _Toc472941476]IMMUNIZATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc472934213][bookmark: _Toc472941477]ACIP Vaccine Recommendations
· https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/index.html
[bookmark: _Toc472934214][bookmark: _Toc472941478]Human trials of Zika vaccine underway 
· http://drugtopics.modernmedicine.com/human-trials-zika-vaccine-underway
[bookmark: _Toc472934215][bookmark: _Toc472941479]Vaccinate Adults
· http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=119227b73c&e=c3853ff183
Vaccines for Children Program (VFC) 
· https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-management/price-list/index.html

[bookmark: _Toc472934217][bookmark: _Toc472941481]Flu Activity on the Rise; CDC recommends vaccination and appropriate use of antivirals
· https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/flu-activity-rise-2016-2017.htm
[bookmark: _Toc472934218][bookmark: _Toc472941482]Immunization Works Newsletters
· https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/news/newsltrs/imwrks/index.html
[bookmark: _Toc472934219][bookmark: _Toc472941483]CDC Vaccine Price List
· https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-management/price-list/index.html
How Does Ethnicity Affect Influenza Vaccine Responses?
· http://www.consultant360.com/video
[bookmark: _Toc472934222][bookmark: _Toc472941485]INSURANCE
[bookmark: _Toc472934223][bookmark: _Toc472941486]NEWS
[bookmark: _Toc472934224][bookmark: _Toc472941487]DIABETES Study: Light Walking Could Significantly Improve Insulin Sensitivity In Diabetes Patients
· http://www.consultant360.com/exclusives/study-light-walking-could-significantly-improve-insulin-sensitivity-diabetes-patients
Study Details Effect of Nut Consumption on Risk of Various Diseases
· http://www.consultant360.com/topic/nutrition
[bookmark: _Toc472934226][bookmark: _Toc472941489]PCP Patient Volume Linked to Diabetes Care Quality
· http://www.managedhealthcareconnect.com/content/pcp-patient-volume-linked-diabetes-care-quality
[bookmark: _Toc472934228][bookmark: _Toc472941490]On-Demand Webcast  Addressing Barriers to Top Quality Diabetes Care in 2016 (CME/CNE/CPE)
· http://www.consultant360.com/cme
[bookmark: _Toc472934230][bookmark: _Toc472941491]In Dementia, Care From Multiple Health Systems Poses Drug Safety Risks
· http://www.managedhealthcareconnect.com/content/dementia-care-multiple-health-systems-poses-drug-safety-risks
[bookmark: _Toc472934231][bookmark: _Toc472941492]Hepatitis C Virus Treatments and Screening
· http://www.consultant360.com/content/hepatitis-c-virus-treatments-and-screening
[bookmark: _Toc472934232][bookmark: _Toc472941493]Study: Chocolate Consumption Decreases Risk of Diabetes
· http://www.consultant360.com/exclusives/recent-study-finds-chocolate-consumption-decreases-risk-diabetes-diagnosis
[bookmark: _Toc472934234][bookmark: _Toc472941494]Multistate Outbreak of Bloodstream Infections Due to Contaminated Prefilled Saline Flush Syringes
· http://www.managedhealthcareconnect.com/article/multistate-outbreak-bloodstream-infections-due-contaminated-prefilled-saline-flush-syringes
[bookmark: _Toc472934239][bookmark: _Toc472941495]7 trends that will disrupt and define retail in 2017 
· http://www.retaildive.com/news/7-trends-that-will-disrupt-and-define-retail-in-2017/433542/
[bookmark: _Toc472934240][bookmark: _Toc472941496]Find Government Services and Information Quickly
· https://www.usa.gov/
[bookmark: _Toc472934241][bookmark: _Toc472941497]CDC guides promote involvement of pharmacists to manage hypertension 
· http://www.pharmacist.com/article/cdc-guides-promote-involvement-pharmacists-manage-hypertension
[bookmark: _Toc472934246][bookmark: _Toc472941498]Alzheimer's Disease: Untapped Potential for Pharmacy 
· http://drugtopics.modernmedicine.com/drug-topics/news/alzheimers-disease-untapped-potential-pharmacy?cfcache=true&ampGUID=EC22DC7A-8C9E-4231-BAFB-C4E25C30003B&rememberme=1&ts=19012017
image1.jpeg




