
 

 
 
MLA Style  
 
This handout provides some basic examples of MLA style. For more examples and 
complete information, use the following sources from the Modern Language 
Association: 
  
(For High School/College Undergraduate Writers)  

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th
 
ed. New 

 York: MLA, 2003.  

Copies are at the Reference Desk and Circulation Reserve at 808.027 G35mh6. 
  
(For College Graduate/Professional Writers)  

MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing. 3rd ed. New York: MLA, 

2008.  

Copies are at the Reference Desk and Circulation Reserve at 808.027 M6894. 
 
Books          ______________________________________________________ 
 
Multiple Authors  
Reich, Howard, and William Gaines. Jelly’s Blues: The Life, Music, and Redemption of  

Jelly Roll Morton. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2003.  

Editor(s)  
Bedau, Hugo Adam, ed. The Death Penalty in America. 3rd ed. New York:  

Oxford UP, 1982.  

No Author  
The Scientific American Science Desk Reference. New York: Wiley, 1999. 
  
Chapter  
Sutton, Paul. “Femme Nikita: Violent Women or Amenable Spectacle?” Film Studies:  

Women in Contemporary World Cinema. Ed. Alexandra Heidi Karriker. New 

York: Lang, 2002. 91-100.  



Periodicals________________________________________________      ____ 
 
Multiple Authors  
Silver, Michael, Kostya Kennedy, and Mark Bechtel. “Rodman Redux.” Sports  

Illustrated 3 Nov. 2003: 23.  

No Author  
“It Barks! It Kicks! It Scores!" Newsweek 30 July 2001: 12.  
 
Newspapers______________________________________________________ 
 
Author 
Di Rado, Alicia. “Trekking through College: Classes Explore Modern Society Using the 
 
 World of Star Trek.” Los Angeles Times 15 Mar. 1995: A3. 
 
No Author 
“Better Teachers Give Poor Preschoolers Best Head Start.” USA Today 3 Oct. 2003:  

24A.  

Microforms_ _____________________________________________________ 
 
ERIC Document  
Ewen, Danielle, and Katherine Hart. State Budget Cuts Create a Growing Child Care 

 Crisis for Low-Income Working Families. Washington, DC: Children's Defense 

 Fund, 2003. ERIC Document Reproduction Service ED 474512. 

Internet        ______________________________________________________ 
 
Scholarly Project  
Van Helden, Albert, and Elizabeth Burr. Galileo Project. 1995. Rice University.  

 21 Aug. 2008 <http://es.rice.edu/ES/humsoc/Galileo/>.  

Professional Web Site 
Wood, Julie. "Instilling a Love of Words in Your Child." PBS Parents. 20 May 2008. 

 PBS. 21 Aug. 2008 <http://www.pbs.org/parents/experts/archive/ 

 2008/05/instilling-a-love-of-words-in.html>. 

Personal Web Site  
Wheaton, Wil. Home page. 11 Apr. 2005. 21 Aug. 2008 <http://www.wilwheaton.net/>.  
 
 
 



Internet Article in an Internet-only Journal  
Michel, J. Y. “Monuments in Late Elizabethan Literature: A Conservatory of Vanishing  

 Traditions.” Early Modern Literary Studies 9.2 (2003): 5 Feb. 2008 

 <http://www.shu.ac.uk/emls/09-2/michmonu.html>.  

Article from a Subscription Database Service 
Cohan, Peter S. "Value Leadership: The Principles Driving Corporate Value." Business  

 Strategy Review 14.4 (2003): 30-5. Business Source Complete. EBSCOhost. 

 Al Harris Library, Weatherford, OK. 21 Aug. 2008 <http://web.ebscohost.com/>.  

For other forms, for example citations of works discussed in a secondary source, 
papers presented at meetings/conferences, technical reports, translated works, 
volumes in a series, in-text notations, and others, see either the MLA Handbook for 
Writers of Research Papers or MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly 
Publishing.  
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ADDENDUM 
 
Parenthetical References               ______________________________________ 
 
Standard Parenthetical References—References in the text must clearly point to 
specific sources in the list of works cited. Identify the location of the borrowed 
information as specifically as possible.  
 
A standard parenthetical reference provides the author’s name followed by the 
specific page numbers where the cited material can be found. It will be enclosed in 
parentheses and appear at the end of a sentence before the ending punctuation. 
 
 Example: (Patterson 183-85). 
 
If the author's name is stated in the text, only the page number will be given. 
 
 Example: (183-85). 
 
If no page number is available, only the author’s name will appear. 
 
 Example: (Patterson). 
 
Using Notes with Parenthetical References—References will be enumerated by the 
placement of a superscripted number at the end of a sentence. The superscripted 
number will correspond to a note with the same number. The note will identify the 
location of the borrowed information as specifically as possible. 
 
Two kinds of notes may be used with parenthetical references, content notes and 
bibliographic notes.  

 
 Content notes offer the reader comment, explanation, or information that the text 
cannot accommodate. 

 
Example: 
Many observers conclude that health care in the United States is inadequate.

1 
 

 
 
 Bibliographic notes contain either several sources or evaluative comments on 
sources. 

 
Example: 
 1

For strong points of view on different aspects of this issue, see Public 

Agenda Foundation 1-10 and Sakala 151-88.  
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